
POLS 1336: DEPARTMENTAL TEST CREDIT only for those with AP: U.S. Government 
score of 4 or with CLEP: U.S. Government score of 60. 

 

POLS 1336 Department Test Credit: U.S. and Texas Politics and Constitution. 

 

U.S. and Texas Politics and Constitution! This test covers American and Texas government 
and politics. It focuses on issues related to participation in the political process by Americans. 
“Participation” includes activities like following the news and developing and holding 
opinions about politicians and political issues along with actual behaviors like voting, joining 
an interest group, and petitioning the government. Test will address questions like why 
participation is important, who participates, when, and how people become involved and the 
consequences of participation, to include recent and future state 
and federal elections. 
 
 
The overall objective of this test is to assess your knowledge you need to participate 
meaningfully in the political process and to make sense of how current events unfold and 
affect you. The test will cover the Constitution and the rights it grants to all American 
citizens, civil liberties and civil rights, both of which concern how people exercise these rights 
(or are unable to do so) in everyday situations. How people learn about politics and form 
opinions about current events as well as the impact the news media has on these processes. 
The test will cover political participation: electorally, individually, and in groups and 
campaigns from the candidates’ standpoints. Assess your appreciation for the American 
system including how the political process affects you and vice versa, and examine Texas 
more specifically. 
 
The main objectives of this course are for you to be able to: 

 Understand the rights afforded to Americans in the 
Constitution particularly with respect to freedom of speech 
and voting 

 Learn how public opinion forms and how it is measured 
 Explain how the nation elects its President and lawmakers (and how 

Texas selects its state officials) 
 Examine the impact that political parties and interest groups have 

on political participation, both nationally and in Texas 

 
Topics covered: 

What is government? What is politics? 
The Nation’s Founding: Declaration of Independence, Articles of Confederation, 
Constitution, and Bill of Rights. 

 




Civil liberties 

Presidential, congressional and other elections 

Democratic presidential debates 
 
Civil rights 

Political socialization and public opinion 
 
The media and fake news 
 
Political participation and voting 
 
Political Ideologies and Polarization 
 
Russian involvement in the 2016 presidential election? 
 
Interest Groups 
 
Interest Groups in Texas 
 
Political Parties 
 
Political Parties in Texas 
 
 


